Working the Night Shift -Why study bats and what methods can we use?

Bats Are Important Catching Bats for Study Scientists study bats by catching them in mist nets, harp traps,

or observing them while they hibernate in caves.

Bats occupy almost every habitat in the world
eating tons of insects nightly, pollinating flowers,
and spreading seeds that grow new plants and
even trees. Bats are our most important natural
predators of night-flying insects. Many of these
Insects are serious crop or forests pests, and
others spread disease to humans or livestock.
Every year bats save us billions of dollars in pest
control simply by eating insects. _.— % <
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hunting for insects. Bats Are In Trouble
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Observing the Bat Wing Collecting 4/ Recording Data

To minimize damaging bat wings, biologists have special training and experience. Bat wings hold clues about | Data Scier.wtists look at (.)th.er
a bat’s health and can sometimes show if the bat has been infected with the fungus that causes White-Nose , Biologists collect | physical characteristics

Syndrome. Bat wings are gently extended and held over a light for careful examination. i, i biometric data to help identify bats.
& - such as the length | | These include: age

Il of the forearm and S ¢ (juvenile or adult), sex,
weight to identify overall size, fur color, fur
_ | ) P T 5 _ 28 bat species. Using N7 length, ear size, tragus
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